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NENE PARK GOLF CLUB 

HOW TO … KEEP UP PACE OF PLAY 

Ask any golfer what the one thing is that they would like to see improve on a golf course, and the 
vast majority will give one answer – SPEED UP PACE OF PLAY. 

Slow play frustrates everyone, so it is important that we all play our part in ensuring that pace of 
play is maintained at acceptable levels. It is the job of every member to do everything possible to 
keep up with the pace of play and to assist with policing when it becomes unacceptable. 

1. How Long Should a Round of 18 Holes Take ? 

The time required to play a round of golf is determined by a range of factors - the playing ability 
of the players, weather & course conditions, number of players, competition format, etc. 

In general, the target time to play a round of golf at our courses should be ; 

THORPE WOOD : 4 HOURS & 15 MINUTES 

ORTON MEADOW : 3 HOURS & 45 MINUTES 

At the end of this document you will find a simple guide to time-keeping at both courses.   

2. The Rules of Golf and Pace of Play 

The R&A Rules of Golf are clear regarding the subject of pace of play. In particular, Rule 5.6(b) 
considers pace of play as follows ; 

A round of golf is meant to be played at a prompt pace. Each player should recognize that his or 
her pace of play is likely to affect how long it will take other players to play their rounds, including 
both those in the player’s own group and those in following groups. 

Rule 5.6(b) goes on to provide players with the following recommendations ; 

The player should play at a prompt pace throughout the round, including the time taken to: 

• Prepare for and make each stroke, 

• Move from one place to another between strokes, and 

• Move to the next teeing area after completing a hole. 

A player should prepare in advance for the next stroke and be ready to play when it is his or her 
turn. When it is the player’s turn to play: 

• It is recommended that the player make the stroke in no more than 40 seconds after he or 
she is (or should be) able to play without interference or distraction, and 

• The player should usually play more quickly than that and is encouraged to do so. 

Depending on the form of play, there are times when players may play out of turn to help the 
pace of play: 

• In match play, the players may agree that one of them will play out of turn to save time  

• In stroke play and stableford competition, players should play “ready golf” in a safe and 
responsible way. 
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3. Ready Golf 

At Nene Park Golf Club, players are encouraged to play Ready Golf in a safe and responsible way, 
as long as playing out of turn does not give a player an advantage over other players. If a group is 
not keeping pace with the group ahead, they must adopt Ready Golf until they have caught up 
with the players ahead.  

Ready Golf is a common-sense approach to play the ball when ready, and in doing so you should ; 

• Dismiss all “honours” 

• Not wait for others before approaching the tee and hitting 

• Proceed to your ball as quickly as possible 

• Play the ball as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Some golf rules and etiquette address the order of play and which player has the “honour” as a 
show of politeness to your playing partners. However, out of politeness to ALL the golfers 
behind, the slow play problem requires that “honours” be abandoned if a group does not keep 
pace with the group ahead. Each player should play when ready, not when “it’s your turn”, if 
doing so will not interfere with others, especially on the tee. 

4. Pace of Play Recommendations 

4a. Always be Ready to Play 

• DO NOT tee-off before or after your tee-time unless otherwise advised by the Starter 

• Proceed directly to your ball if safe to do so 

• Plan your shot and select your club when approaching your ball – don’t wait until you 
reach your ball 

• Prepare yourself while others are playing 

• When in doubt, notify your playing partners and hit a provisional ball 

• Encourage your playing partners to maintain a good pace of play 

• Know the Rules of Golf and be aware of Local Rules, including those about out of bounds, 
penalty areas, etc. 

4b. Don’t be a Time Waster 

• Never record scores on or near the green - count strokes and write scores at the next tee 

• Don’t leave a cart/bag in front of the green - leave it to the side towards the next tee 

• Winter Rules is not a requirement – you should only clean and place your ball if necessary 

• If out of position, do not stop for a conversation, a cup of tea, etc. – keep moving, walk 
faster and always be ready to play 

4c. While on the Tee 

• The first player ready to play should do so as soon as it is safe 

• Encourage your playing partners to tee off if they are ready (except in Matchplay) 

• Allow shorter hitters to play first 

• Watch the shots of other players to help pinpoint the position of the ball 

• After hitting, return to your clubs and be ready to proceed to your ball 
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4d. While Playing a Hole 

• Move to your ball quickly, as soon as it is safe to do so 

• The first player ready to play should do so as soon as it is safe – don’t wait for “your turn” 

• Use the 40 second rule and be ready to play while another player takes a shot 

• Watch the shots of other players to help pinpoint the position of the ball 

• If you are unable to score (e.g. in Stableford, matchplay, betterball, etc.), pick up your ball 
and move on  

• Help your playing partners to find a lost ball – maximum search time 3 minutes 

4e. While on the Green 

• Park your clubs/cart beside the green in line with the next tee 

• Study the line, slope, grain, etc while approaching the green and before it is your turn 

• Leave the Flagstick in the hole 

• Encourage your playing partners to putt if they are ready to do so (except in Matchplay) 

• Follow continuous putting rules until holed out, unless restricted by another player’s line 

• If you are unable to score (e.g. in Stableford golf, matchplay, betterball, etc.), pick up your 
ball and move on  

5. How To Police the Pace of Play 

Golf is one of the only self-policing sports, with players actively encouraged to ensure that the 
Rules of Golf are always adhered to. It is every golfer’s responsibility to play within those rules, 
and to call out those who do not follow the rules. Pace of Play is one of those rules. 

If there is a player or a group of players who are not maintaining the pace of play, they should be 
politely advised and encouraged to speed up if possible. Slow groups should consider letting 
faster groups “play-through”, especially when looking for a lost ball, if doing so does not create 
further delays to the rest of the field. 

In some cases, it is inevitable that play will be delayed, especially if course conditions result in 
groups having to search for lost balls (e.g. due to leaves in Autumn). However, this should never 
be used as an excuse for slow play, as there is plenty of scope to catch up by playing faster on the 
following holes. 

In extreme cases, members should report those guilty of slow play to the Competitions & 
Handicaps Secretary. Persistent offenders will be challenged to explain their actions and strongly 
advised to consider their pace of play and how it affects other members. 
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PACE OF PLAY – THORPE WOOD 

 

You are on the first tee ready to start your round, 
so now is a good time to write your start time on 

the scorecard as a handy reminder 

 

You are ONE HOUR into your round, so you 
should be playing the 5th hole by now 

 

After TWO HOURS of play, you should be just 
about ready to tee off on the 9th hole 

 

THREE HOURS & FIFTEEN MINUTES into your 
round, you should be walking past the Driving 

Range on your way to the 15th hole 

 

After FOUR HOURS & FIFTEEN MINUTES, you 
should now be on the 18th green completing   

your round of golf 

 



Last Updated : 20/10/2020 

PACE OF PLAY – ORTON MEADOWS 

 

You are on the first tee ready to start your round, 
so now is a good time to write your start time on 

the scorecard as a handy reminder 

 

You are ONE HOUR into your round, so you 
should be playing the 5th hole by now 

 

After TWO HOURS, you should be crossing the 
railway line on your way to the  9th hole 

 

After THREE HOURS & FORTY-FIVE MINUTES,   
you should now be on the 18th green    

completing your round of golf 

 

KEEP UP WITH THE GROUP IN FRONT, NOT 

JUST IN FRONT OF THE GROUP BEHIND. 

 


